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More helpful resources
• Wells Fargo CollegeSTEPS® program  

Receive college planning and money management 
tips, tools, and resources by signing up at 
wellsfargo.com/collegesteps. 

• College Planning blog 
Check out conversations focused on everything from 
college planning to paying student loans at  
blogs.wf.com/studentloandown/.

• Student Center  
Find a variety of helpful resources to learn and grow 
financial skills, including how to save, ways to pay 
for college, tips for understanding credit, and more 
at wellsfargo.com/studentcenter.

• Calculators and tools for student loans  
Calculate private student loan payments, how 
much you may need to borrow, and more at 
wellsfargo.com/student/calculators.

• Your 5-Step Guide to Paying for College  
Estimate your education costs and understand 
the different options available to pay for them at 
wellsfargo.com/fivesteps.

• Path to credit videos 
Get on the path to understanding credit and the 
benefits it may provide with helpful videos and 
information at wellsfargo.com/pathtocredit.

Information is accurate as of the date of printing and is subject to change without notice. 
© 2016 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. 

CONTENTS

Planning for college is exciting, but there is a lot to do! You’ll be making many 
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Your  
INFORMATION 

center

Your junior and senior years are all about planning for college:  
the earlier you get started, the better. 
Use these lists to understand some of the major milestones along the way. Set reminders on your 
calendar for specific tasks to help ensure you stay on course during this busy time of your life,  
and be sure to check out timelines and calendars from the colleges you’re considering.

Juniors
Fall

 � Meet with your school counselor 
Get started on the right foot by talking with your 
school counselor at the beginning of the year. 
Bring any questions you might have about college 
planning, and create a game plan for your next steps.  

 � Take challenging coursework 
Be sure you’re taking classes that challenge you and 
will prepare you for college courses. Consider taking 
Advanced Placement (AP) courses when possible. 
Talk with your school counselor and your parents 
about creating a schedule that challenges you 
without being overwhelming.

 � Explore scholarship possibilities 
Spend some time assessing your achievements so 
far — in the classroom, in your activities, and in your 
community — and continue to pursue activities that 
allow your best qualities to shine. Sign up for an 
online scholarship database such as Tuition Funding 
Sources (tuitionfundingsources.com) and begin 
finding out what scholarships you might qualify for.

Seniors
August – September

 � Plan for college admission: meet with 
admissions representatives, secure letters of 
recommendation, work on application essays, 
and complete applications.

 � Continue your ongoing scholarship search with 
a visit to tuitionfundingsources.com.

 � Get an estimate on your federal aid eligibility by 
using the FAFSA4caster at fafsa.ed.gov.

 � Compare estimated college costs and aid 
availability of your top colleges with the Net 
Price Calculator (NPC) tool on each college and 
university’s website.

October

 � Create your Federal Student Aid (FSA) ID  
at fsaid.ed.gov.

 � Complete your FAFSA as soon as possible 
after October 1 every year you plan to attend 
college at fafsa.ed.gov. 

 � Find out if your college requires you to 
complete additional financial aid applications 
and make note of any specific deadlines.

IN
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Winter

 � Narrow down college choices 
Look more closely at all the colleges you’re 
considering, and try to narrow the list down to just 
those you would like to visit. Talk with your family 
and your school counselor if your list is long and 
you’re having trouble selecting a few schools to 
focus on.

 � Prepare for the ACT/SAT 
Look ahead and determine which date you want to 
take the ACT or SAT. Taking these tests in spring of 
your junior year is a good idea, as it gives you plenty 
of opportunities to retake the test if necessary. Find 
the test dates at actstudent.org or sat.collegeboard.org.  
Consider how you’ll get ready for the tests, and 
whether taking a preparatory course is a good idea 
for you.

Spring

 � Visit college campuses 
Campus visits are an important part of your college-
selection process. Plan to visit the colleges on your 
list in the spring and summer before your senior year. 
Work with your family to plan out convenient times 
to make these visits, especially if they involve travel.

November – May

 � Have your high school send your transcript to 
the colleges and universities you’ve applied to, 
depending on the requirements of the school.

 � After you receive your Student Aid Report, 
carefully ensure all information is correct  
and complete.

 � Be on the lookout for financial aid award letters.

 � Compare award letters to determine whether 
awarded financial aid and family resources cover 
college costs.

 � Apply for additional financing, if needed.

 � If you’ve taken AP courses, register to take the 
exams at the end of the semester. 

 � Select your college and mail in your tuition 
deposit by the deadline to secure your admission. 

 � Register for summer orientation at the school  
you’ve selected.

 � Celebrate your high school graduation with 
family and friends. 

 � Prepare for college by creating a checklist of 
things you need and tasks to complete.

June – July

 � Be on the lookout for your college bills, and make 
sure costs are covered by financial aid and family 
resources; double-check to make sure you have the 
money you need to cover college expenses.
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Planning for college is a big job with two key components — figuring out where you want to go, 
and deciding how you will pay for it. Both require careful thought and research on your part, as well 
as a formal application process. Fortunately, you have someone who can answer your questions and 
help guide you through the process: your school counselor.

If you’re not sure where to start the conversation, this guide can help. Set up a time to meet with your school counselor 
and plan to discuss the topics outlined on the right, as well as any other questions you might want to go over.

Meeting with your COUNSELOR
Your class schedule (Are you taking all the necessary courses? Should you register for AP classes? Are there certain 
electives you should consider?)

  

  

  

Colleges you’re considering (Bring a list if you have one, or talk with your counselor about how to get started 
exploring different schools.)

  

  

  

ACT/SAT prep and sign-up (What resources are available to help prepare? What date should you take the test?)

  

  

  

Potential scholarship opportunities (Ask if there are local scholarships your counselor is aware of. Discuss 
how to begin outlining a basic application essay.)

  

  

  

Financial aid (List any questions you might have about the financial aid process. Find out if your school hosts a 
financial aid night, and plan to attend with your family.)

  

  

  

Following are several topics you might want to talk through when meeting with your school 
counselor. Make sure to write down any additional items you want to cover so you don’t forget.
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There are many different ways to pursue higher 
education. Consider whether a community college or a 
technical or trade school is the right choice for you. Some 
students prefer to start at a community college, then 
transfer to a four-year school to finish.

Considering costs
When determining which path is right for you, cost may 
be an important consideration. Factor in these costs when 
making decisions about college:

 � In-state vs. out-of-state tuition

 � Living at home vs. living on campus

 � Bringing a car vs. using public transportation

 � Getting a roommate vs. living alone

 � Financial aid

Make sure you check out the Net Price Calculator 
to get an estimate of the costs at the schools you’re 
considering — it may actually be more reasonable 
than you think. Just search “Net Price Calculator” 
on the college’s or university’s website and enter the 
required information.

What you want out of college
As you continue your research, use the following list as 
a guide to work through the details of what you want 
out of a college:

 � Type of school

 � Size of school

 � Location

 � Academic programs

 � Activities

 � Financial aid

Campus visit
The campus visit is your ultimate research task. It’s 
important to get a true feel of the campus vibe to see 
if the college is a good fit for you. Be sure to make the 
most of it by asking questions and keeping track of 
what you learn.

Don’t forget to ask students about the local hangouts, 
best places to eat, and activities on campus. If possible, 
check them out while you are visiting.

Don’t misplace the list of questions you want 
to ask while you’re on campus. Store them in 
the pocket folder in the back of this guide for 
quick reference.

Choosing a COLLEGE Document your college 
impressions here

Colleges I’m considering
Pros Cons

CO
LL

EG
ES
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When you’re applying to colleges and competing for scholarships, you want to set yourself apart from the crowd. 
Putting together your college resume is a great way to pull together all your accomplishments so far, and will give 
you a head start on any college scholarship applications that you need to complete down the road. It can also be 
helpful if you need to craft a personal statement to add to your college applications.

Writing your college resume
Take some time to think about what you’ve achieved so far, and make notes here. Next, organize it into a resume 
format. It will give you a good picture of what you’ve accomplished, and what you might do in your last years of 
high school for an even more well-rounded experience. 

Jobs (List all the jobs you’ve held, where you worked, for how long, and what your title was.)

  

  

  

Activities (List all your extracurricular activities, both in and out of school, and how long you participated in them.)

  

  

  

Experience/skills (Look back over your jobs, activities, and volunteer work to get ideas for the experience and skills 
you have gained. Add in any others that may not show up in those activities.) 

  

  

  

Building your COLLEGE RESUME

Volunteer work/community service (List all the volunteer work you’ve done, whether it was an ongoing 
commitment or a one-time thing.)

  

  

  

Honors/awards (List any awards, honors, or recognition that you’ve received over the years — both in school and 
outside of school.)

  

  

  

Crafting a personal statement
A personal statement is a chance for you to show a college what you’re all about, outside the basic application 
questions that everyone answers. While the topic of your essay is important, the voice or personality of your writing is 
also important. Your personal statement should use correct grammar, punctuation, and proper writing conventions — 
but it should still sound like you.

Here are some questions to help prompt ideas for your personal statement:

• What are you passionate about right now? What 
were you passionate about when you were 10 years 
old? What sparked your interest in these things? 

• What are three accomplishments in your life that 
you’re proud of? What did you learn from each?

• What are three times that you’ve failed at something 
or made a mistake? What did those experiences 
teach you or how did they change you?

• Is there someone in your life who inspires you? Why?
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Taking the ACT or SAT is an important step toward college admission, which is why it’s a good idea to 
take the test early. It gives you time to prepare, and still have additional opportunities to take the test 
again if you’d like to improve your score.

As you plan ahead for the ACT or SAT, think about how 
you’ll prepare. Will you take a class, study online, use a 
study app? 

Here are a few options to consider:

 � Chegg Test Prep (chegg.com/test-prep)

 � Free practice tests at act.org and collegeboard.org  

 � Apps such as Daily Practice for the New SAT®  
(iOS and Android) or ACT Online Prep (iOS  
and Android)

TIP: Look ahead to the test dates that will work for 
you and block those off on your calendar.

Map out your ACT/SAT plans and ideas below
Taking the ACT or SAT

Preparation plan:

First  
test date:

Second 
test date  
(if needed):

Score 
needed for college 

admission/scholarship 
opportunities:
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When it comes to paying for college, put applying 
for scholarships at the top of your priority list. 
There are many scholarships out there, regardless 
of whether or not you’re a superstar student or 
athlete. Every little bit counts, so don’t discount 
even seemingly small scholarships.

Here are a few tips to keep in mind when 
seeking scholarships:

 � Start your search early. Give yourself plenty 
of time to devote to searching and applying for 
scholarships. It may seem like a lot of work when 
you don’t have much time to spare, but the time 
you put in is worth it if you secure college money 
that doesn’t have to be repaid.

 � Work with your school counselor. Get direction 
on scholarships you should apply for and get tips 
on how to search for scholarships. 

 � Look into organizations you’re connected with. 
Check with any organizations you are affiliated 
with, either as a volunteer or member — some may 
offer scholarship opportunities. Also, ask your 
parents if their workplaces or civic organizations 
offer scholarships.

 � Check online. Tuition Funding Sources is a 
free scholarship database with over 7 million 
scholarships totaling more than $41 billion in 
award opportunities. Sign up and complete your 
personal profile at tuitionfundingsources.com.

 � Talk with the financial aid office. If you know 
where you’re attending college, see if your 
school’s financial aid office can assist with your 
scholarship search as well. 

Scholarship list

Scholarship name Special requirements  
(Essay? Recommendation? Etc.)

Deadline Date 
submitted

TIP: Consider micro-scholarships. 
Another approach is called the micro-scholarship, 
which allows you to earn scholarship dollars 
incrementally over your high school career through a 
website called raise.me. When you apply to and are 
accepted at a certain school, the micro-scholarships you 
earned for that school are automatically included in 
your financial aid package.

MORE HELP
Get additional information on searching for scholarships when you enroll in the CollegeSTEPS program at wellsfargo.com/collegesteps.

Applying for SCHOLARSHIPS
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MORE INFO: 
For more information on how to pay for college,  
check out our 5-Step eBook and video at:  
wellsfargo.com/fivesteps.

Your 5-Step Guide to Paying for College

1 Complete the FAFSA

2 Apply for scholarships

3 Estimate and compare your 
total college costs

4 Determine if you need 
additional money for college

5 Explore additional college 
financing options

FA
FS

A

New this year: You can now file your FAFSA as early as October 1
Regardless of your income, all families should complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 
annually, each year you plan to attend college. The FAFSA is required in order to be eligible for all federal financial 
aid and most state and institutional aid, and the sooner you complete the FAFSA the more aid you may receive.

You will receive a Student Aid Report (SAR) within 
three weeks of completing your FAFSA. The SAR is 
a summary of your aid eligibility and answers on the 
FAFSA form. It also includes your Expected Family 
Contribution (EFC). Review your SAR carefully to 
ensure it’s correct and complete. 

Put your EFC amount here for quick reference:

my EFC:

$
Your EFC is the dollar amount the government 

calculates you and your family can pay toward your 

college education. Schools will use this number 

when calculating your financial aid package.

Completing the FAFSA

Go to fafsa.ed.gov after  October 1 to submit 
your application
Starting for the 2017–2018 school year, the FAFSA can 
be submitted as early as October 1 (instead of January 
1) and you can use slightly older tax information. You’ll 
still have until June 30 to complete the FAFSA, but it’s 
best to get your application in as soon as possible.

It is important to know the federal and state aid 
deadlines, as well as deadlines set by the colleges you  
are interested in. View student aid deadlines at  
fafsa.ed.gov/deadlines.htm.  

Here’s how it works:
1. Set up your personal Federal Student Aid ID 

(FSA ID) to access, complete, and submit the 
FAFSA online at fafsa.ed.gov.

2. Complete your application as soon as possible 
after the FASFA start date each year you plan to 
attend college.

Your SAR and EFC
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Exploring MAJORS & CAREERS
Take a few minutes to think about what 
activities and subjects you enjoy,  
and what you really like about them. 

Write down your thoughts below:

Figuring out what to major in can seem like a huge and final decision. If you’re unsure what 
career path you want to take, and aren’t even certain what to major in — you’re not alone. 

And don’t let it worry you. You should take it as an opportunity to start exploring ideas about what you 
might like to do. Check out college course catalogs online to get some ideas about majors and classes that 
interest you.

Think about activities you’ve enjoyed, and consider how you like to work and your personality type. There 
are many different quizzes out there that can help you get ideas about what majors and careers might suit 
you best. To get started, check out the career assessment tool at tuitionfundingsources.com.

What have been your favorite extracurricular activities  
so far (both in and out of school)? What are your favorite school subjects?

What did you like best about them? What about them appeals to you?

When tackling a school project, do you like group 
projects or would you rather work on your own?

When looking at college course catalogs online, 
which classes/majors jump out at you as ones you 
might be interested in?

M
A

JO
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 &
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A
RE
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S



O
RI

EN
TA

TI
O

N

18 19

Once high school graduation is behind you, college orientation is probably the 
next big event on your calendar. Orientation is your chance to get prepared for 
college, so you will want to plan ahead for your trip. 

Use these pages to get organized. Write down the information you want to seek 
out and who you want to talk with while you’re there.

Before you go
If you know who your roommate will be, find out ahead of time if he or she will be attending the 
same orientation session as you. If you’ll be there at the same time, plan to meet up in order to 
get acquainted and make plans about your room (who’s bringing what, etc.).

Who to visit on-campus:

 � Academic advisor

 � Roommate

 � Financial aid office

 �   

 �   

Where is the first session held  (building name and classroom)?
When is orientation (date and time)?

Don’t forget to write down a list of questions to ask while you’re at orientation. You can store them in the pocket folder in the back of this guide.

Required courses:
Make a list of those courses you’d most like to take  
in your first semester, so you’re prepared when it’s  
time to register.

 �     credits

 �     credits

 �     credits

 �     credits

 �     credits

Back-up classes:
If the courses you listed above are full, list some additional courses you’d like to take.

 �     credits

 �     credits

 �     credits

 �     credits

 �     credits

my
MAJOR:
 

my 
MINOR:
 

Making the most of ORIENTATION
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Tools 
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�
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�
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�
�

�
�

Command strips/

duct tape

Screwdriver
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As you prepare to head off to school, organize yourself with a complete packing list. Here are some categories 
to help get you started. 

Clothing 
Tip: Take only what you need for fall; bring your bulky 

winter gear after Thanksgiving break to save space.

      

   

   

   

   

� �

� �

� �

� �

� �

Toiletries & first aid supplies
  

   

   

   

   

   

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

Caddy for carrying bathroom items
Medicine

Band-aids

Sunscreen

Laundry & cleaning supplies
  

   

   

   

   

   

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

Linens 
  

  

   

   

   

   

� �

�

� �

� �

� �

� �

Pillow-top mattress 
pad (makes dorm 
mattresses more 
comfortable)

Blankets & sheets

Towels

Kitchen-type supplies
 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

Microwave-safe bowls and plates
Can opener

Food containers

Trash bags

Décor items

 

   

   

   

   

   

� �

� �

� �

�

� �

� �

Framed photos  
from home
Decorations  
for door
Bright fabric 
pillows (add 
color and extra 
floor seating)

School supplies
 

   

   

   

   

   

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

Desk organizer

Pens/pencils

Furniture 
  

  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

�
�

�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

Storage ottoman or 

trunk (doubles as 

storage, seating,  

and a table top)

Plastic drawers

Electronics & accessories 

 

 

   

   

   

   

� �

� �

� �

� �

� �

� �

Power strip approved 
by your school

Sound machine

Fan

Yep, there’s more!Congratulations, it’s MOVE-IN DAY!

Hangers

Full-length mirror

Iron/mini-ironing 
board

Laundry detergent

Laundry bin

Disinfecting wipes for cleaning

Hand soap

Your college packing list
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As a college freshman, it’s important to realize that your college campus isn’t 
just where you go to school, it’s your new home for the next few years. One 
important way to feel at home on campus is to become familiar with it, and 
really experience campus life to its fullest.

How do you do that? Here are a few ideas that can help. 

Find your way around
First things first. No one wants to feel lost on campus, so take some time before classes start to learn your way 
around. Use your class schedule as a place to start, finding all the buildings where your classes are located.  
And don’t forget to locate the dining halls and the library.

Join an on-campus group or activity
There’s no better way to start to feel at home on your college campus than by getting involved right away. Your 
classes will take up most of your time, of course, but making friends and being part of the campus community is 
a big part of why you’re there as well. Keep your eyes open for groups and activities that might interest you.

Keep up with current campus life
Stay in the know about what’s happening on your campus. Read your college newspaper, and attend on-campus 
events. Take part in activities organized by your dorm, clubs, fraternity, or sorority. Give yourself time to explore 
new things and find out where you fit into your new community.

Learn campus stories and show your school spirit
While you’re getting to know your campus, learning the backstory is half the fun. Many colleges have famous 
alumni, interesting history, traditions, and outgoing school spirit that get passed down through generations 
of college students. Find out more about the people and stories from your school and you’ll start to feel more 
connected to the place you now call home.

Experience CAMPUS

Learn the campus legends that 

make your school special.

Join in the special events and celebrations that help define  your school.

Learn the words to your school  

fight song.

Wear school colors on game day.

Showcase your school’s good name and proudly represent your college or university at home and away events.

Take part in some campus traditions 

at your school to feel a part of the 

community.



Best of luck for  
the future!
Congratulations on your high school 

graduation! As you continue your journey 

to and through college, Wells Fargo 

wishes you the best. Enjoy the adventures 

that await you!
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Don’t lose your paperwork!
Stash any papers you want to keep track of 
in this pocket folder.
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